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On Faithfulness

* Rev. Warren W. Wang, English translation by Viola Wang

* In traditional Chinese culture, if a man forsakes the wife of his youth, he is a scumbag, a
despicable person deserves to be rejected by his people. In the book of Proverbs, the role is
reversed in that the unfaithful party is the wife, as she forsakes the husband of her youth,
forgetting the covenant of God. Now, covenant has two possible meanings: 1. A covenant made
before God when a man and a woman got married. 2. The seventh commandment of the Ten
Commandments, Do not commit adultery. No matter how you look at it, sinning against God or
man, the problem with the strange woman is her unfaithfulness.

* We all expect other people to be faithful to us. Not just between husband and wife, also among
friends. Take Job for example. In the Bible Job experienced great tribulation. He lost his
properties, all ten of his children, and his own health. He’s afflicted with painful sores from head
to toe: “Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the
ashes.” (Job 2:8 NIV)
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* Instead of comforting him, Job’s three “friends” rebuked him. In his great sorrow
and sadness Job said, “For the despairing man there should be kindness from his
friend; So that he does not forsake the fear of the Almighty. My brothers have
acted deceitfully like a wadi, Like the torrents of wadis which vanish,” (Job 6:14-15
NASB)

 What is a wadi? A wadi is an “unfaithful river,” sometime it has water, sometime it
doesn’t. Thirsty travelers in the arid desert thought there is water in the stream,
vet when they rushed there all they found a dry riverbed. That’s how a person
feels when a person experiences unfaithfulness, be it from his spouse or his
friends’ betrayal, he feels miserable. On the other hand, if a person has the
support and love of family and friends in the most difficult situations, he is
encouraged and will be able to get up on his feet again.
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* Let’s go a little deeper. The essence or faithfulness is honesty, you know,
truthfulness is front and center, no cheating. Honesty is the basic element that
builds the moral fibric of human society. Even in the greedy business sector where
profits rank high, honesty matters. For example, a good return policy is always
popular with customers and good for business. Why is that? Because it serves as a
guaranty of the quality of merchandise sold. We sell you only good stuff, if you're
not happy with the things you buy, you’re welcome to bring them back for a
refund. As it turns out, the more generous the return policy is, the more successful
the business becomes.

e Going up one notch, turn a cold business transaction into a warm relationship, you
take honesty up a level to faithfulness. The more intimate a relationship is, the
more faithfulness is required. Faithfulness is important in relationships between
husband and wife, among friends, and between a nation and her citizens. If ever
unfaithful, one is accused of treason to his country, betrayal to friends, or adultery
in marriage. All with serious consequences.
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* Thus we can see that faithfulness is an emotional need for all, and is also the glue
for human relationship. People will stay together when they are faithful to each
other, otherwise they would separate. A funny thing is that even an unfaithful
person longs for loyalty from others. Someone that has been unfaithful to his/her
spouse would expect devotion from his/her new partner. Someone that has
betrayed his friend would look for allegiance from others. Should this creep be
betrayed by his friends one day he would never think that he deserve it, or dust it

off lightly. He would feel the emotions of sadness, anger, bitterness as those that
he had stabbed before.
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* Why do we care about faithfulness? According to the theory of Evolutionary
Materialism, human beings compete for existence without regard to morality;
betrayal or back-stabbing may be a nuisance, but the ultimate goal is to survive.
Promiscuity is natural, casual sex to satisfy a physical need is acceptable without
concern to betrayal. Being faithful and respect for marriage commitment is
irrelevant. If such theories can stand, you would not feel hurt when betrayed.
Why is it that you care so much about faithfulness? Why do you strive to be
faithful yourself?

 Some have argued that faithfulness is limited to subordination to one’s superior,
the exploited class to those that have vested interest, so that the upper class can
preserve their profits. However it is clear that faithfulness not only has a vertical
axis, it too has a horizontal axis. Spousal relation and friendship lie in the
horizontal axis, yet they require the highest level of loyalty.
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When human precepts fail, God’s precepts step in. Our God is a faithful God; He is
a ‘covenant-keeping and merciful’ God. He commands the sun to rise and to set,
day after day, year after year, faithful and unchanging. He orders the moon to
effect the high tides and low tides, faithful and unchanging. He puts forth the four
seasons with spring and autumn, winter and summer, faithful and unchanging.
Yes, the Nature we live in reminds us a message of ‘faithfulness’:

1 The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge. (Psalm 19: 1-2 NIV)
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* The sun, the moon, and four seasons are faithful. The God that created all these
things is even more faithful.

e Faithfulness is an attribute of God. Our God is a faithful God, He created human
beings in His own image. He places in us His own attribute so that we have a
natural inclination for faithfulness. We will suffer in pain when we go against the
inclination. But when we practice faithfulness so that it is established in husband

and wife, between friends and among people, we will be happy, and life becomes
meaningful.

* ‘The strange woman’ is dangerous due to her acts against faithfulness, and she

also lures other people to act against faithfulness. Anyone that goes against divine
inclination will live miserably.
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